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Smriti Irani rejects Anil Kakodkar's view on IIT directors' 
selection  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/smriti-irani-rejects-anil-kakodkars-view-on-iit-
directors-selection/articleshow/47448739.cms 

MIDNAPORE: HRD Minister Smriti Irani today rejected the views of nuclear scientist Anil Kakodkar on the selection 
process of directors of the IITs.  
 
Kakodkar, who resigned as chairman of the board of governors of IIT-Bombay in March following differences with the 
HRD ministry, had said that the process to select directors of these prestigious seats of learning was casual in nature.  
 
"I strongly protest that kind of an allegation. Paper work will show that within the legal framework, everything was done 
as per rules," Irani told reporters at a news conference here.  
 
Irani said, "To cast aspersions on the office of the President of the country, a Visitor of IITs, is extremely unfortunate".  
 
Kakodkar, whose tenure was supposed to come to an end in May, this year has, however, agreed to continue till that 
period.  
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IIT-Delhi director R Shevgaonkar resigned last December with more than two years of his tenure left amid a controversy 
over alleged pressure by the HRD ministry on him.  
 
The appointment of directors was relating to three IITs, IIT-Bhubaneshwar, IIT-Patna and IIT-Ropar, the selection of 
which was now complete.  

Ratan Tata among contenders to be next chairman of IIT 

Bombay Board of Directors 

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-ratan-tata-among-contenders-to-be-next-chairman-of-iit-bombay-board-

of-directors-2089481 

Noted industrialist Ratan Tata figures among a list of three names proposed by IIT, Bombay as the next 

chairman of its board of governors. 

The post fell vacant after the tenure of nuclear scientist Anil Kakodkar ended on May 11. 

The panel of three names has been received by the Human Resource Development Ministry for consideration 

and placement before the President (the Visitor) for approval, ministry officials said. 

The 77-year-old industrialist was a consulting professor in the management science and engineering programme 

at Stanford University and is also associated with IIT, Bombay, as a member of the premier institute's advisory 

council. 

Tata Education and Development Trust, a philanthropic arm of the Tata Group, had donated $50 million to the 

Harvard Business School in 2010. 

governments were complaining about the earlier system of funding."  

 

Already, 35 states and union territories have committed to abide by conditions set by RUSA. More than 20 

states have set up state higher education council, the first condition by RUSA, and are making considerable 

progress towards implementing other conditions. 

Alumni gift for IIT-Kgp students 

Somdatta Basu | May 28, 2015, 12.00 AM IST 

KOLKATA: Courtesy their seniors, IIT-Kharagpur students will soon get foreign internships. From 2016, at least 200 

students will be able to take up internships in foreign companies, the entire cost of which will be borne by the alumni. 

 

"A student will either bag a training programme at a company founded by the alumni or he/she will be given an 

opportunity to work in the firm where the alumnus is working. The third option is that the alumni will sponsor the entire 

internship programme," said IIT-Kharagpur director Partha Pratim Chakraborty. 

 

The concept was hatched when Vinod Gupta, the alumnus who set up Vinod Gupta School of Management, proposed to 

sponsor summer internships for his company as well as for the Rajiv Gandhi School of Intellectual Property Law. "He said 

he will donate few international internships to IIT students. IIT authorities then felt they should ask other former 

students to participate in the programme," said a faculty member. 

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-ratan-tata-among-contenders-to-be-next-chairman-of-iit-bombay-board-of-directors-2089481
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A portal will be designed to for candidates looking for the foreign internships. The students will have to write about the 

purpose of their internship, firms they are looking for and which field they are keen to work in. The alumni will go 

through the applications on the portal and interact with students. Based on their requirements, a selection process will 

be initiated. 

 

It is compulsory for the students to take up an internship before the final placement. Some students opt to do them 

during their second-year BTech course while others do it in their third year. In dual-degree programmes, the students go 

for internships even during the fourth year. 

 

"We want students to get international exposure. There are a lot of opportunities for domestic internships. Moreover, 

students work on various projects, which help them build experiences about companies in the country," Chakraborty 

said. The sponsored internships will be for eight weeks, he added. 

 

The portal will be operational from July. Selected students will be offered the 2016-2017 academic session for the 

internships. However, if a student opts for a summer internship under an exchange programme, then the cost will be 

borne by the organization conducting it. 
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Your phone can work during lightning 

IISc has developed a device that can ensure safety of exchanges during surges 
 
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/bangalore/others/Your-phone-can-work-during-lightning/articleshow/47446849.cms 

Telephone exchanges are commonly affected during heavy rainfall accompanied by lightning. For the first time, 
researchers at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) have come up with a technology that can help these exchanges to 
overcome the lightning attack.  
The telephone wires that run from the exchange to homes are exposed to high voltage and high current surges because 
of multiple reasons like natural lightning and interaction with power transmission lines. A power surge, if transmitted to 
the exchange or the customer premises, can damage the low power telecom equipment. 
IISc researchers have developed new equipment that can ensure better safety of the digital telecom exchanges against 
lightning surges. The study is carried out by the researchers from the Department of Electrical Engineering, IISc. Of 
course, digital telecom exchanges have a built-in system, called protection cards, to protect against voltage and current 
surges. 
The IISc researchers have devised equipment that can thoroughly test the protection cards in service like situations. 
Their findings are published in the journal IEEE Transactions on Industry Applications.  
The surge protection card attempts to limit the over voltage supplied to an electric device either by limiting or diverting 
the surge to the ground.  
Protection cards are designed with different levels of protection called primary and secondary protection. When a high 
voltage or high current event occurs, the primary protection device absorbs the excess energy instantaneously and 
bypasses it to the ground. The secondary protection is needed to take care of residual energy left after the primary 
protection is activated. The protection cards must be tested before installation in exchanges. 
 
 
SURGE PROTECTION 
 
 
* Surge protection card will limit over voltage either by limiting or diverting the surge to the ground  
 
* Protection cards are designed with different levels of protection called primary and secondary protection  
 
* When a high voltage occurs, the device absorbs excess energy instantaneously and bypasses it to the ground  
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Road to IITs, NITs tougher for city students  

http://www.hindustantimes.com/mumbai/road-to-iits-nits-tougher-for-city-students/article1-1351232.aspx 

Entry to the coveted Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and National Institutes of Technology(NITs) will 

become difficult for city aspirants from the CBSE board this year, as they may not be able to match the board’s 

top 20 percentile. With the national toppers scoring over 99%, city students are lagging behind.  

The reason: Tough English (functional), mathematics and physics papers. Students scored low in these three 

papers, which they complained were unusually difficult. Several students are planning to submit their marks for 

revaluation.   

“I found all the papers tough,” said Mallika Fonseca, a science student from RN Podar School, Khar, who 

secured 97.4%. She secured 94 in English functional.   

Avnita Bir, principal of the school, said low scores in the three subjects would affect the chances of engineering 

aspirants. “English is a mandatory subject and its marks are taken into account for admissions into most 

colleges,” said Bir. “Even institutes such as BITS Pilani look at the English score.”   

The subject’s syllabus was revised this year and students were given no guidelines to prepare for the exam, 

experts said. 

Students had complained about mathematics and physics papers, saying the High Order Thinking Skills 

(HOTS) questions were very difficult. “The poor show will affect IIT admissions, and hit NIT admissions as a 

cascading effect,” said Pravin Tyagi, head of the PACE Junior Colleges.  

According to K Narsimhan, professor from IIT Bombay, while getting a seat in the more sought-after IITs will 

be difficult, those scoring above 75% – the eligibility criterion – can hope for a berth in the newer institutes.  

However, the normalisation process for JEE Main ranks, which is used for NIT admissions, depends largely on 

board marks, he said.  

With English a common subject across streams, students from every stream have been hit by the low marks. “I 

am extremely disappointed with my English score. I plan to go for revaluation,” said A Sreegurupriya, 96.2%, 

commerce stream. 
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NOTA makes impact in IISc polls 

Students wait in line to cast their votes at the Indian Institute of Science campus in the city 

http://www.bangaloremirror.com/bangalore/others/NOTA-makes-impact-in-IISc-polls/articleshow/47434413.cms 

Not only did a substantial number of students use the option, but it also led to an increase in the number of voters 
 
The Indian Institute of Science's (IISc) student council created history on Monday as it became the first student body 
elections in the country to empower voters with None of the Above (NOTA) option. 
 
And a significant number of voters opted for NOTA in the elections held for the five posts -- chairman, general secretary, 
secretary (academic affairs, hostels-amenities and women affairs). 
That's not all; due to NOTA, around 300 more voters participated in the election, according to IISc sources. 
 
The total polled votes for the chairman's post were 1,582 with two candidates in fray and the NOTA option bagged 93 
votes. 
 
Similarly for general secretary, there were 1,580 votes polled for three candidates with 95 NOTAs. For the academic 
affairs secretary's post, 114 NOTA votes were cast as against the total votes of 1,580 (two contestants). In the case of 
hostel and amenities' secretary, a whopping 148 NOTA votes were cast out of a total 1,576 votes. 
 
The least number of NOTA votes were for the women's secretary, where only eight NOTAs were registered. 
 
The students feel that introduction of the NOTA option has increased the voter percentage marginally. 
 
"We believe in a democratic set-up and NOTA is one of the tools to achieve it. I think we have set an example for the 
country in how this option can be utilised instead of blindly making it a dummy button," said Mahesh Kumar Singh, a 
PhD student from IISc. 
 
The newly elected chairman of the council, Amiya Banerjee, too said that NOTA is the best thing to have happened to 
student council election in recent years. 
 
"NOTA gave an extra option for the students who didn't want to vote for me or for my opposite candidate. It gave a tool 
for expression of their view. This has actually increased the student participation in democratic elections," said Amiya, 
who is a fourth year PhD candidate from Centre for Nano Science and Engineering department. 
 
Mayur Birla, a Masters student from Mechanical department, said NOTA was a good change which showed that 
democracy existed in one of the premier science institutes in the country. 
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